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Devil’s Arithmetic:

Chapter 11

1) At one point, the train stops and the Nazis give Hannah and her car a bucket of water, and at another stop they give to the car next to them.  Why do they give it to only one car at a time?

2) On page 86, Jane Yolen referred to a soldier, “Part of the moon still hung in the sky, a pale halo over his head.”  Why is this description ironic?

3) Using our knowledge of the Holocaust, how is the phrase “Work makes you free” ironic?

4) On page 87 the rabbi state that “we are in God’s hands.”  Yet, behind him the badchan whispered, “This is the Devil’s work, not God’s.”  What is the significance of this line, and why is it significant that the badchan says it? (Think of why he tells Hannah that she has “Faraway eyes”

5) As the Jews are moved into the camp, they separate the men and women, why do they do this?

6) What does the phrase zugangi mean?

7) On the bottom of page 88, how does Hannah question her memory?

8) What is the Nazis purpose of having the women change in front of each other?

9) Why does Hannah feel that her “special foreknowledge” will only hurt the Jews more?

10) The Nazis shave all of the women’s hair off, stating, “No hair, no lice,” but what other purpose might the Nazis have to shave their heads?

11) Once Hannah’s hair has been cut off, what happens to her memories of New Rochelle?

12) What promise do Gitl and Hannah make to each other at the end of the chapter?  Why do they make this promise to each other?
